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The place of charity law in the life of the nation is a hot topic. As governments around the world retreat from the 
direct provision of social welfare and public goods, and as charities seek as never before to integrate commerce 
and advocacy with their traditional purposes, much attention is being focused on charity law. These profound 
developments also suggest that charity law may come to play a regulatory role in contemporary societies as 
important as that played by company law and administrative law. In this subject, we will look in depth at the key 
elements and implications of charity law. Singapore’s charity law will be considered in global perspective. We will 
reflect on important questions raised by charity law in its contemporary setting, questions relating to the definition 
of charity, the taxation of charities, and charity regulation. We will adopt comparative, theoretical and practical 
perspectives in working through these questions. This course will not consider the treatment of charity in Islamic 
law. 

At the end of this course students should be able to: 
 

1. Demonstrate awareness and understanding of how charity law has evolved over time and the roles 
played in it by statute law, judge-made law and regulatory design and practice 
 

2. Describe and explain the key components of charity law across the common law world 
 

3. Describe and explain the key implications of charity status, in tax law, regulatory law and other bodies of 
law 
 

4. Be familiar with and apply jurisprudence in charity law, including the heads of charity, the public benefit 
requirement, and disqualifying rules 
 

5. Develop an awareness and understanding of key questions raised by charity law and regulation in 
contemporary settings. 

The nine seminars will proceed as follows: 
 
SEMINAR ONE:  WHAT IS THE CHARITY SECTOR?  WHY IS THERE A CHARITY SECTOR? 
 
SEMINAR TWO:  THE ‘HEADS’ OF CHARITY: HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES 
 
SEMINAR THREE:  PUBLIC BENEFIT I: THE ‘PUBLIC’ COMPONENT 
 
SEMINAR FOUR:  PUBLIC BENEFIT II: THE ‘BENEFIT’ COMPONENT 
 
SEMINAR FIVE:  CHARITY LAW AND POLITICAL PURPOSES 
 
SEMINAR SIX:  THE INTERACTION OF JUDGE MADE LAW AND STATUTE IN CHARITY LAW 
 
SEMINAR SEVEN:  THE TAX TREATMENT OF CHARITIES: THEORETICAL AND COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES 
 
SEMINAR EIGHT:  CHARITABLE TRUSTS AND DISCRIMINATION 
 
SEMINAR NINE:  THE REGULATION OF CHARITIES: THEORETICAL AND COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES 


